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Abstract: In order to promote the development of the theory and practice of urban environmental
governance in China, this article takes 5 332 related documents collected in the SSCI database from 2004
to 2019 as sample sources, uses co-word analysis methods, social network analysis methods and
visualization techniques to conduct a knowledge map analysis on the international urban environmental
governance research literature, and study the current status, characteristics and trends of urban
environmental governance research. This study believes that the five hot areas of urban environmental
governance research in the past 16 years include urban sustainability, urban climate change governance,
Chinas urbanization development, urban ecosystem and urban environmental governance model. It shows
that urban sustainability is the foundation of hot research areas in urban environmental governance;
climate change is highly correlated with ecosystems; Chinas rapid urbanization is accompanied by many
urban problems such as incoordination in development and fragmentation of city landscape to a certain
extent; sustainability and flexibility provide a conceptual analysis framework for the urban environmental
governance model, and multi-level governance and diversification provide a theoretical basis for the urban
environmental governance model. The study believes that climate change governance, urban ecosystem
services, and the promotion of the establishment of green spaces will become important trends in urban
environmental governance research in the future. The future urban environmental governance research
should also pay close attention to the localization and interdisciplinary research on the urban
environmental governance theory.
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