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Abstract: The countries along the “Belt and Road” are the key locations to promote the high-
quality development of China’s foreign trade. Using the export potential map database developed by the

United Nations International Trade Center (I1TC), this paper studies the scale and structure of China’s
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export potential to countries along the “Belt and Road”. According to the study, China’s overall export

potential to countries along the “Belt and Road” is tremendous, but it presents prominent characteristics

of uneven distribution of regions, countries and product structures. China has the largest export potential

to Southeast Asian countries, and the countries with the highest export potential are relatively

concentrated. Electronic and electrical devices are the products with the highest export potential. China’s

exports to countries along the “Belt and Road” face numerous risks in aspects such as geopolitics,

exchange rates, business compliance, logistics and laws. Governments at all levels, trade promotion

agencies and foreign trade companies need to accurately identify China’s export opportunities to countries

along the “Belt and Road” at the national and product levels, establish a credit certification system for

economic and trade companies and an early warning system for overseas markets, invest in infrastructure

to promote the application of digital technology and big data, and build a trade information sharing service

platform to safeguard export interests.

Key words: the “Belt and Road” initiative; export potential; export risk; digital infrastructure;

cross-border e-commerce; electronic device
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