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Empirical research on visual communication of
urban spatial culture

ZHANG Lu
(School of Humanities, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract ; In order to explore how to better build an urban space with both international metropolitan
style and its own characteristics, taking Xi’an as a typical case, this paper studies the generation,
development and variation mechanism of urban spatial culture in the process of visual communication
through the analysis of the display and communication channels of the urban spatial culture, combined
with the geographical location function in the process of spatial culture communication. The study

believes that urban spatial culture, as a comprehensive presentation formed by the combination of material
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and culture, is the most intuitive understanding of a city and the basic element for people to accept a

city’s culture. As a central city in western China, Xi’an boasts of not only the original design concept and

values of material space, but also the regenerative significance constantly given to it by people in the

process of viewing and communication, in the communication of its urban spatial culture. There is an

uncertain relationship between the two aspects. Different types of space cultures have different paths and

characteristics of visual communication. The architectural culture and place spirit contained in it

determine the communication of visual culture and exert a direct impact on the manufacturing and

promotion of urban cultural identity.

Key words: spatial culture; visual communication; urban space; Xi’an; urban culture; tourist;

cyberspace ; new media
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