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Abstract: China’s application to join the “Comprehensive and Progressive Trans Pacific Partnership
Agreement” ( CPTPP) can bring opportunities to the development of China’s international trade and
investment, and promote China’s active participation in global economic and trade governance from the
perspective of rules. Focusing on the field of digital trade, based on the method of text analysis, this
paper analyzes the impact of CPTPP’s digital trade rules and their implications to China by comparing the
digital trade rules of CPTPP and RCEP. The research suggests that CPTPP has a wider range of digital
trade rules than RCEP, covering exclusive articles such as “Non-Discriminatory Treatment of Digital
Products” , “Source Code” , “Principles on Access to and Use of the Internet for Electronic Commerce”
and “Internet Interconnection Charge Sharing”. At the same time, CPTPP’s digital trade rules have
higher standards, more mandatory requirements, fewer exceptions and relatively higher requirements for
contracting parties. To benchmark the high standard CPTPP’s digital trade rules can facilitate digital
enterprises to reduce trade cost and lower market access threshold, build a benign competitive
environment, and promote the long-term and high-quality development of China’s digital trade. It can
help boost confidence in multilateralism and globalization, promote the construction of global digital trade
rules, and enhance China’s ability to participate in the global governance of digital trade. It is also
conducive to enabling related fields in China to deepen mechanism and system reform, improve China’s
level of institutional opening-up, and promote the construction of a new pattern of dual circulation. As a
big power in digital trade, China needs to seize the opportunity of the implementation of RCEP to make
up for its shortcomings, promote the orderly integration of domestic standards and CPTPP rules, and
further promote the cooperation of Asian-Pacific countries in the field of digital trade by accelerating
DEPA negotiations.
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