H20 % A4 KRR (2B Vol. 21
2019427 H Journal of Chang’an University ( Social Science Edition) Jul. 20

No. 4
19

%] 13T

KX F

251

2l
&

(B XF PEEEIAHL, G B 710069)

B EBEBE(XL),AFFAE, L PRI KT e e R A7 FNAL,
FRERF A, A8 LR ARRMA 2B AT A LR AR LT FFNGLE,
A E) G L9n) IR MMM B A, A L F A MAE S B e A, o AT Fe BT
ARG H T Fhdtt, Ho TAHOARFINRAS £ Lok w0, AFRAA, 8 LEZA, &
RAMFEER, AN LiF—EmAEL LR MEA LA ET PEIARREGBEEHX, 25T P4
XRAL AR N LR B EFTA, AT EAEANARZAL, ARAN, AleH, mBLAERHRL,
“EAA, AL AR P A LT R T BUA L AN, T e 8] B it B B 6 iR K A &
FAbAL R, ABAE Sk F ek kIt S L A A TR ARG IR A A, ) T B B — s A ALK
KA ARG, B L AR PEBESTHEEINEN, ERER, TFTZHNABETRER
AR, AR AFF NI A, A TR R FTRAECTNE”, T—WNA, LT HEARY
B MAEG, i R Tl m X EeAER

KW 8] it Wl (9n) s R A B8 L L P AL Rk L Bl K Rk 2 B AR & 4R

hE %S .1207.5 X EKARERD: A XEHE :1671-6248(2019)04-0051-09

SIMA Qian’ s view of the Huang Emperor

ZHANG Maoze
(Institute of Chinese Ideology and Culture, Northwest University,Xi’ an 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: SIMA Qian wrote the Historical Records, in which the Huang Emperor was considered
the most important ancestor, and the concept of the Huang Emperor has a far-reaching impact on future
generations and deserves dedicated research. Academic circles mostly use SIMA Qian’ s records as
basic materials to study the Huang Emperor, but so far there have been no works specializing in SIMA

Qian’ s view of the Huang Emperor. According to the text and based on the materials of SIMA Qian’s
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Historical Records, this paper uses historical methods to generalize and summarize the content of SIMA
Qian’ s view of the Huang Emperor, and analyses and reveals the historical background and conditions
behind the view, which is helpful for people today to scientifically understand the view of the Huang
Emperor in history. It is found that before SIMA Qian, the Huang Emperor was only a myth and
legend. SIMA Qian changed the myth into an official historical record, which fundamentally reformed
the writing form of the origin of Chinese civilization and improved the system of the history of Chinese
civilization. From SIMA Qian’ s description of the Huang Emperor, we can see that the Huang Emperor
was a real person with residence, land, family and descendants, and that he had actually lived and
died. “The Huang Emperor passed away, and was buried in Qiaoshan”. A legendary figure thus
became an objective historical figure. Martial emperor of Han dynasty in the same era as SIMA Qian,
however, was obsessed with immortal magic and believed that the Huang Emperor had casted a tripod
and flown up to heaven. SIMA Qian’s view of the Huang Emperor suppressed the negative tendency of
some mystifying historical figures at that time with a rational description. His description also implies
the concept of moral history. In his view, the reason of the Huang Emperor made outstanding historical
contributions was that the Huang Emperor “cultivated morality”. Therefore, SIMA Qian praised the
Huang Emperor in that he “promoted and exhibited morality”. This concept inherited the tradition of
moral history since the Western Zhou dynasty and highlighted the role of morality in history.

Key words: SIMA Qian; Huang Emperor; view of the Huang Emperor; Historical Records; Martial

emperor of Han dynasty ; historical view on morality ; community of Chinese nation; awareness of national

community
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