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Features of China’ s tourism policy evolution

YANG Xiu-yun, LI Yang-zi, RUAN Li-juan

(School of Economics and Finance, Xi’ an Jiaotong University, Xi’ an 710061 , Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: Based on the development, China’ s tourism industry and the evolution of the tourism
policies, this study divided policy evolution into two stages: initial development and constant
improvement. Using 486 national policies from 1978 to 2016 for the tourism industry as a sample, we
quantitatively study the features of China’s tourism policy evolution via the content analysis method from
three aspects, i. e. policy strength, policy measures, and policy objectives. The results demonstrated

that the tourism industry policy’ s strength fluctuated dramatically with time ; however, it generally had an
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upward trend and the per policy strength decreased year-on-year. Before 1995, trade control was the most

important policy measure with law supervision becoming the major measure after 1995. In the past 40

years, which account for 56% of the total time period, the regulation of the tourism market was the most

important aim of the tourism industry policy. In the future, the policy should strength the development of

such industrial laws and regulations so that the excessive reliance on notifications and regulations is

decreased. To increase the policy objectives for supporting the development of tourism, supporting the

development of tourism using innovative financial measures is necessary and attention has to be paid to

measures such as industry standards, personnel training, and public services. Moreover, policy

objectives, such as promoting upgradation of the tourism industry, raising the supply of new products,

and protecting environmental resources, should be inculcated.

Key words: tourism industry; industrial policies; content analysis method; tourism market;
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