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On ideological value of Lao Xue in the Song Dynasty

LIU Gu-sheng
(School of History and Culture, Central China Normal University, Wuhan 430079, Hubei, China)

Abstract; Song and Yuan dynasties were the turning period of the development of Taoism, and the
development of Lao Xue also changed. From the perspectives of academic history and ideological history,
the academic thoughts of WANG An-shi, SIMA Guang, FAN Ying-yuan, DONE Si-jing, ZHANG Bo-
duan and other scholars were analyzed, and Lao-izu notes in the Song Dynasty which has been passed so
far was studied in this paper. The research shows that from the perspective of text interpretation, people
of Song Dynasty attach great importance to philosophical connotation in interpreting Lao-tzu, and use
Taoist internal alchemy to interpret the new trend of Lao-tzu; from the ideological level, Lao Xue in the

Song Dynasty pays attention to the theory of mind and nature, Confucianism emphasizes the explanation of
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moral life, Taoism attaches importance to theory of internal alchemy mind and nature, and Buddhism

focuses on finding one’s true self. At the same time, Lao Xue in the Song Dynasty also reflects the mutual

tolerance and deep integration of Confucianism, Taoism and Buddhism; as for the researchers of Lao Xue

in the Song Dynasty, the diversity of their identity and prominent creativity of thought become the

important characteristics of the development of Lao Xue in the Song Dynasty. Iis influences on Neo-

Confucianism and contributions to the construction of Taoist philosophy are two prominent aspects. Thus,

it is clear that the ideological circles at that time stimulate the vigorous creativity among different ideas.

Key words: Lao Xue in the Song Dynasty ; ideological value ; Neo-Confucianism; Taoism; Lao-tzu;

philosophical connotation
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