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Technical path of authentic display of cultural heritage

a case study of Xi’an Great Ruins

FENG Jian
(X?’an Institute of Archaeology, Xi’an 710068 ,Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; Cultural heritage needs to reflect its value through the means of display. There are some
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problems, for example, its own attributes and authenticity cannot be fully reflected or misunderstood in
the actual display. Through the interpretation of the concept and connotation of the authenticity of cultural
heritage, this paper reviewed its development process, comparatively analyzed the domestic and foreign
concept, and pointed out principles, relationships and issues between authenticity and display taking the
Xi’an Great Ruins as an example. The results show that the authenticity of the inheritance includes the
initial state and the superposition of the information in various historical periods. The inheritance research
on the display and the ongoing research will lead to misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the
authenticity of the heritage. The exclusion of human factors to change the heritage ontology and its
environment is the principle of authenticity display. There are a variety of ways to display Xi’an Great
Ruins. From the technical path of the authenticity display, the fence display of Duling should increase
the display board or guide logo to add the heritage information. The restoration display of Han Chang’an
city should increase texts, pictures or other ancillary archaeological materials. Danfeng Gate of Tang
Chang’an city protection project should clearly explain the similarity of display rather than consistency in
display protection hall. The use of plant intention display in Yanping Gate of Tang Chang’an city and
Zichen temple of the Daming Palace should add texts and models to supplement the display information.
The package display of Hanyuan temple of Daming Palace should add the miniature model of the heritage
in the display program. Based on the effective use of leading scientific technology, Xi’an Great Ruins
should increase digital display, and apply a variety of display methods to remedy the shortcomings of
single way display.
Key words: cultural heritage; authenticity; Xi’an Great Ruins; digital display; virtual display
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