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Summary of the ancient Silk Road literature

YU Zhong-jie

(School of Literature and Commumication, Jiujiang University, Jiujiang 730020, Jiangxi, China)

Abstract: The ancient Silk Road literature is a branch of the Silk Road science. In order to make
the process of the Silk Road literature clear, from its origin, evolution to its mature, the researcher at-
tempts to investigate it from such perspectives as philology, comparative theory and propagation science.
After investing the literature works and phenomena originated in the countries and areas around the belt of
the Silk Road from the Pre-Qin to the Ming and Qing dynasties, the present research finds that the forma-
tion and development of the Silk Road literature has its own special historic and geographical background,
and in terms of its particularity, it can be generally divided into seven categories: prose, poetry, rap,
drama, novel, myth and legend, and others. The sorting and study of the ancient Silk Road literature are
of special significance to the literature of China and the world.

Key words: Silk Road; Silk Road literature; central plains literature; ethnic literature;

foreign literature
(L% 103 1)

Remonstrating concept of ancient China

ZHANG Mao-ze
(Institute of Chinese Ideology and Culture, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: Remonstration, as an national governance activity, is the core of self-supervision and
self-correction mechanism. Its aim is to help the governor listen to and accept different opinions to make
reasonable and effective decisions. The political theory of ancient China focuses on the issues of national
governance. Remonstrating concept is the acknowledgement and reflection on remonstration, which is part
of ancient political theory. The emergence and development of Chinese ancient remonstrating concept is
closely related to the position setting of remonstrator. It emerged in Shang dynasty, flourished in Pre-Qin,
combined with national governance practice and played an active role in Han and Tang dynasties, and
declined with the reinforcement of autocratic monarchy. The ideological basis of remonstrating concept
includes “Taihe” concept, philosophy of heaven and humanity, the cultivation theory of “harmony in
diversity” , simple dialectical thinking, “benevolent policy” thought, and so on. The primary cause of
remonstrating frustrations lies in the shackles of autocratic monarchy system, abnormal development of its
own, and its intrinsic inner contradictions. Therefore, ancient remonstrating concept still deviated from
the development direction of political democracy in spite of some democratic color.

Key words: remonstration; remonstrating concept; self-correction mechanism; democratic politics;

national governance
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