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Three periods in Chunqgiu Gongyangzhuan

LI Jing'?

(1. Institute of Marxist Philosophy and Chinese Modernization, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou

510275, Guangdong, China; 2. School of Humanities, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou
510275, Guangdong, China)

Abstract.: By reviewing the structure of the three periods anecdote in Gongyangzhuan and its inter-

pretation by DONG Zhong-shu and HE Xiu, the study attempts to clarify the main idea of the three peri-

ods and return the three periods into the three legitimacies on the basis of the time and philosophical con-

notations to restore the original essence of the three periods. This restoration has two meanings: first, to

clarify the main idea of the three periods and the relationship between period and legitimacy and reject the

way to describe the history of in Chungiu by only focusing on the three periods; second, with the combi-

nation of the idea of the three periods with that of the three legitimacies, the evolution sense has been de-

creased and the succession of the three legitimacies becomes prominent. Overall view of the three periods

from the perspective of the three legitimacies is to rethink the idea of respecting the heaven’s willing fol-

lowing the ancient examples in the technology era, which has an alerting effect on the modern thought

which emphasizes the progress at present but ignores the succession between the present and the past.

Key words: three periods; law; three legitimacies; chungiu Gongyangzhuan; ZuoZhuan; Guliang-

zhuan
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