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Changes of people’s surnames in northern Shaanxi .

view of Ma family at Ji town in Suide

LIANG Yan-bing"”’
(1. Education and Research Department of Ideological and Political Theory, Xi’an Univercity of
Techology, Xi’an 710054, Shaanxi, China; 2. Institute of Chinese Thought and Culture,
Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; Taking Ma family at Ji town in Suide as the subject, this paper studies the changes of

people’s surnames in northern Shaanxi, and attempts to investigate the status of the rural society and the

relationship and interaction between the state power and the grass-roots level. The analysis indicates that

Ji town, a famous ancient town of northern Shaanxi, is blessed with convenient transportation and im-

portant geographical location, so the origin of its name has close relation with business activities ; the

origins, development and changes of surnames are not only connected with the social changes in Chinese

history, but also with specific environment in northern Shaanxi; Ma family’s development and prosperity

are related to its own strength and affinity, which ensures Ma family’s age-old power plays a vital role in

local area.

Key words: northern Shaanxi; Suide; Ji town; Ma family; social change; surname; squire
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