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Philosophical speculation of city spirit

ZHANG Ling-li
(Education and Research Department of Ideologic and Political Theory, Xi’an University of
Technology, Xi’an 710054, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: Based on the theoretical and empirical analysis, this paper dissected the connotation,
characteristics and construction of the city spirit. The analysis shows that, with the distinct characteris-
tics, rich multidimensions and the prominent characteristics of human nature, the city spirit refers to all
the cultural forms and the sum of all spiritual phenomena with the city as the core. What’s more, the city
spirit is with the functions of condensing the mainstream value, breeding citizens’ spirit and conveying the
context and quality of the city. There are a series of contradictions between the building of city spirit and
other factors, such as the urban modernization, urban physical form and city culture. Therefore, more
attention must be paid on the subject requirements, object satisfaction and practical operation.

Key words: city spirit; philosophical speculation; urban civilization; urbanization; urban modern-

ization ; service-oriented government; citizens’ spirit
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New view on Louis Althusser’s “epistemological rupture”

WANG Cong-cong' , ZHAO Ting’
(1. School of Marxism, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China; 2. School of International
Studies, Renming University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract: Louis Althusser insisted on explaining Marxism from the aspect of scientism and explained
the differences between Marx’s early thoughts and mature thoughts by the means of raising “epistemologi-
cal rupture”. Based on the theory of “epistemological rupture”, he defended the scientific nature of
Marxism, trying to restore the true nature of Marxism. Although Louis Althusser’s theory split the continu-
ity between the young Marx’s and mature Marx’s thoughts, his theoretical efforts and exploration provide
us distinctive explanation method and research thought on Marx’s historical theory.

Key words: Louis Althusser; “epistemological rupture” ; humanitarianism; Marxism; ideology ;

structuralism Marxism; dialectical materialism; historical materialism
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