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HPS education and basic approaches for public
understanding of science

ZHANG Jing
(School of Politics and Administration, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; Scientists are concerned with science but the public can also understand and appreciate
science when they are outstanding and able to participate in science, and public participation can promote
the spread of science. HPS education is a new method in international scientific education reform, which
can promote public understanding of science. There are five functions of HPS education, such as teaching
science knowledge, pondering science nature, promoting public participation in science, cultivating sci-
entific spirit and promoting science communication.

Key words: HPS education; history of science; philosophy of science; sociology of science

(k3599 3)

in political culture. Due to the influence of cultural determinism and reductionism, there was a tendency
to set sages politics against democratic politics. Dr. SUN Zhong-shan, who held rational and unbiased
cultural attitude, claimed that China’s political civilization was of advantage in the world and deserved to
be cherished, inherited and carried forward. For a long time, Mr. SUN’s point of view was not paid
enough attention, let alone sober and systematic study. We were also not highly confident in our politics
and culture. For sage politics and democratic politics, they have their own advantages and disadvantages.
To analyze, compare and merge these two kinds of politics may lead to a better combination so as to pro-
duce a merged politics to help solve the clash of civilizations.

Key words: sage politics; democratic politics ; civilization clash; merged politics
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