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Discussion on Wang Bi’s innovation to the method theory of
“grasping the ideas and forgetting the emblems”

WANG Xue
(Institute of Chinese History of Ideology and Culture, Northwest University, Xi'an 710069, China)

Abstract; In the period of Wei-Jin Dynasties. there emerges the argument concerning words and
their meanings originated in the need of innovation of the study on the books about changes and
the founding of Neo-Taoism’s ontology. furthermore, its breakthrough was in the epistemology.
Wang Bi summed up two schools of Confucianism and Taoism’s traditions of seeking connotation,
and deepened and innovated to it, thereby he deduced the methodologies such as “abandoning
Emblems and Numbers thoroughly” and “getting meanings and forgetting Emblems”. He

advanced the proposition with general meanings method theory, and realized the innovation and

the transcendence to the Han Dynasty of interpretting to the Classics.
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