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Ideological significance of grand tradition

ZHAO Zhou-kuan
(School of Chinese, Xi’an International Studies’ University, Xi’an 710061, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; The paper concludes the inspirations of grand tradition in literature, anthropology and

cultural study based on YE Shu-xian’s notion background and the ideological genealogy of the term grand

tradition through using the method of interpreting concepts. This paper argues that with the help of the

term, we will be able to re-examine the value assessment of the relation between the mass culture and the

elite culture. The term raises a new way to re-think the relationship of demonstration and interpretation in

the humanities. Also the term will help to give us a new way to probe into the question of cultural origin,

and open up a new field of the ideological archaeology.

Key words: grand tradition; elite culture; mass culture; cultural origin; ideological archaeology
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