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ZHANG Zai’s thought of “oneness of man and
nature” and its characteristics

LIN Le-chang
(School of Politics and Economics, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: In order to investigate ZHANG Zai’s thought of “oneness of man and nature” and its

characteristics, two perspetives including “knowledge” and “practice” were adopted to fully examine it.

The results show that ZHANG Zai’s thought is of spiritual significance and maintains the appeal for social

order and natural ethics which is a crucial theoretical source for the philosophy of heaven and humanity in

the history of confucianism, and is the critical basis for the explanation for the topic of “oneness of man

and nature” .

Key words: ZHANG Zai; “oneness of man and nature” ; The Book of Changes; Confucianism;

Doctrine of the Mean
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