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LIU Shi-pei’s research on Huang

Emperor’s Mingtang classic

LI Jiang-hui
(Institute of Chinese Ideology and Culture, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: Huang Emperor’s Mingtang classic has great significance and effects in Chinese cultural

transition, and many scholars hold different opinions about it. Because of that, this paper analyzed

Huang Emperor’s Mingtang classic from LIU Shi-pei’s ideas and the origin of Huang Emperor’s Mingtang

classic. The results show that Huang Emperor’s Mingtang classic stemmed from the era of Shennong,

came into being in the era of Huang Emperor, which has different names but similar contents. The major

function of Mingtang classic is to educate the masses. Although some schools having similar function had

branched from Mingtang classic, Mingtang classic still occupied an most important part. The disputes

about Mingtang classic’s divisions reflects different schools’ opinions.

Key words: late Qing Dynasty; LIU Shi-pei; Huang Emperor; Mingtang classic
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