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From “national extinction” theory to “socialist state” ideology
—change of Marxist theory of state in early 20th century

REN Xiao-wei
(School of Politics and Economics, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: “National extinction” theory is an important part of the classical Marxist theory of the
state. In the early 20th century, the second international revisionists denied “national extinction” theory
and turned to the political identity of the bourgeois state. While Lenin and the Bolshevik held the flag of
“national extinction” , broke the old Russian state apparatus and won the victory of the October Revolu-
tion. After the October Revolution, facing the change of historical conditions, Lenin and the Bolshevik
began to promote the status of country in the process of socialism and the “socialist state” ideology was
finally established in Stalin period. The change of the Marxist theory of the state in the early 20th century
and its significant influence on Chinese politics show that “national extinction” theory must be surveyed
in the changing historical conditions and its important moral and political values must be fully realized in
the socialist conditions.

Key words: Marxism; national extinction; socialist state; state theory; second international; revi-

sionism; October Revolution; Bolshevik
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“Filiality” and “honesty” . basic standards for selection and
assessment of officials

ZHANG Xi-qing
(Institute of History and Culture, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: As the basic characters of officials, “filiality” and “honesty” are the most basic stand-
ards for selection and assessment of officials. In the history of more than 700 years from Western Han and
Eastern Han dynasties to the Wei, Jin and the Southern and Northern dynasties, “filiality” and “hon-
esty” had been considered as the most basic standards to select officials. Nowadays, the study and
publicity of “filiality and honesty culture” have important significance in opposing corruption and
strengthening incorruptness. A set of comprehensive and workable system must be built to implemente the
standards of “filiality” and “honesty” in the current selection and assessment of officials instead of
staying in the position of moral publicity and education.

Key words; “filiality” ; “honesty” ; officer-selecting system; imperial examination; appointment
system; incorruptness; frugality
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