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Academic research methods of SIMA Qian from biographic
sketches of five emperors Shih Chi

ZHANG Hua
(School of Literature, Xi’an Unversity of Architecture and Technology, Xi’an 710055, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: As the beginning of Shih Chi, biographic skeiches of five emperors, known as “the first of-

ficial biographic sketches” , has always received wide attention and high academic evaluation. “Biograph-

ic scketches of five emperors” can embody SIMA Qian’s ideas about veritable records and academic re-

search methods in several aspects, such as, his broader data collection, the universality of field survey,

the rigor of materials selection, and the deep research thinking,etc. SIMA Qian’s idea about veritable re-

cords not only shows his attitude about factual writing and recording history, but also embodies his strict

truth-seeking science research methods. All these still provide profound implication for today’s academic

research.

Key words: SIMA Qian; biographic skeiches of five emperors of Shih Ci; academic research method ;

data collection; field survey
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