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Chang’an and Gangnam area after mid-Tang dynasty
LIANG Zhong-xiao
(School of History and Tourism, Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong 723001, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; In the late Tang dynasty, due to the faster development of southern economy and culture
than the north, Gangnam area gradually became the foundation of Chang’an. In history, “Gangnam” was
a constantly changing and flexible geographical concept. Comparatively precise concept of Gangnam final-
ly formed until Tang dynasty. In the late Tang dynasty, the term of “Gangnam” had broad and narrow
sense. From the broad sense it was Jiangnan Dao in ten Daos of golden years, while from the narrow

sense it was “eastern Jiangnan Dao” in mid-Tang dynasty, with nowadays south of Jiangsu and north of
Zhejiang as the center. Affluent Gangnam was the survival granary of Chang’an in the late Tang dynasty,

so that there was a ‘officials and ordin-

saying that military cost came from Jianghuai area. The saying that
ary people took refuge in Gangnam emerged” because beautiful Gangnam was the refuge harbor of
Chang’an. Developed culture of Gangnam was the cradle of talents, so that “there was a saying that there
were lots of wits in the southeast”.

Key words: mid-Tang dynasty; Chang’an; Gangnam; cultural interaction; cultural exchange
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