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Legal thought evolution of LIANG Shu-ming

YIN Hua-guang'’

(1. School of Law, Chongqging University, Chongqing 400045, China; 2. Shaoxing “Fenggiao

Experience” Research Center, Shaoxing 312000, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract; LIANG Shu-ming’s legal thought can be divided into early, middle and late stage. In his

early legal thought, he mainly holds the idea that “China will adopt western law” ; in his middle legal

thought, he thinks that “China will not adopt western law” ; in the late legal thought, he points out that

“the rule by law and democracy will have promising future in China”.

LIANG Shu-ming’s legal thought

in the early stage is the embodiment of the utilitarianism in the law. His legal thoughts in the middle and

late stage are the embodiment of contemporary new Confucianism in the law. But the emphasis of the late

two stages is different from the early one, the middle one focusing on human factors and the late one on

law factors.

Key words: LIANG Shu-ming; legal thought; democracy and rule by law; constitutionalism; legal-

ity ; kingship
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