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Proficient in all truth so as to be able to run all things and

making past serve the present
—rfocused on YUAN DAO by ZHANG Tai-yan

WU Xiao-hua
( Department of Social Science, Zhejiang Ocean University, Zhoushan 316000, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: In the interpretation of classics, ZHANG Tai-yan presented the concept of being “profi-

cient in all truth so as to be able to run all things and making the past serve the present”. Under his in-

terpretation, when classics sense gets into his own world, classics itself has the presence sense and com-

pletely realistic purpose. In the article of Yuan Dao, he refuted “delusional practices of present classics

school” such as KANG You-wei, opposed the revolution and advocated constitutional reformation by in-

terpreting “abandoning previous views” and “disdaining elites” .

Key words: ZHANG Tai-yan; Yuan Dao; “abandoning previous view” ; “disdaining elite” ; KANG

You-wei; present classics school
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