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Critique of labor time exploitation under digital capitalism .
practical mechanisms, critical approaches,
theoretical outlook

JIN Dongchang, ZHANG Ling, WANG Jingyi
(School of Marxism, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064 , Shaanxi, China)

Abstract.; Digital technologies have triggered a paradoxical relationship between
increased labor productivity and extended labor time. In digital capitalist societies, the
“ prosumption 7 model-where production and consumption are intertwined-and the
accelerated circulation of capital have become typical mechanisms of labor time
exploitation. This calls for a critical political economy analysis to explain the intrinsic link
between labor time exploitation and the logic of capital under digital capitalism. Building
upon existing studies on digital labor definition, labor time alienation, labor-capital
relations , and surplus value, this paper explores critical approaches to understanding digital
capitalism’ s exploitation of labor time, examines the emerging scholarly consensus, and
addresses existing limitations. The findings suggest that the essence of labor time
exploitation under digital capitalism lies in the blurring of boundaries between labor time
and leisure time, with its deeper harm being the disruption of stable labor relations. The
current rational critique lacks a holistic perspective, resulting in theoretical deficiencies in
critiquing digital labor in connection with the new forms of digital labor outlook and
production relations under digital capitalism. From the standpoint of enriching and
developing the political economy of socialism with Chinese characteristics, future research
should focus on innovating in the following dimensions: constructing a dialectical framework
for critiquing digital labor time, building a Chinese independent knowledge critique system
through interdisciplinary narratives, and proposing problem-oriented theoretical solutions
aimed at transcending labor time alienation.

Key words: political economy of socialism with Chinese characteristics; digital

capitalism; digital technology ; labor time; surplus value
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