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Digital protection of intangible cultural heritage of
stations along the ancient Silk Road

XU Xin', ZHOU Fangi', RU Feng”, LIU Qibo'"’
(1. School of Architecture, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, Shaanxi, China; 2. Office of the
President, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, Shaanxi, China; 3. Engineering Research
Center for Digitalization of Road Infrastructure, Ministry of Education,

Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; To address the emerging challenges faced by the intangible cultural heritage
of stations along the ancient Silk Road, this paper explores the definition, current
development status, and protection strategies of intangible cultural heritage of stations along
the ancient Silk Road based on the concept of intangible cultural heritage, and establishes a
pathway for its digital protection. The study finds that the intangible cultural heritage of
stations along the ancient Silk Road currently faces practical difficulties such as insufficient
attention, unclear definition, and inadequate protection. Advancing digital protection can
enrich the theoretical framework of intangible cultural heritage protection, foster innovation
and development in cultural heritage digitalization protection theory, and provide a practical
reference basis for the protection and inheritance of the intangible cultural heritage of
stations along the ancient Silk Road. The study proposes a digital protection pathway for the
intangible cultural heritage of stations along the ancient Silk Road encompassing “ digitized
collection — digitized storage — digitized display and dissemination” , which supports the
protection of the intangible cultural heritage of stations along the ancient Silk Road from
aspects involves collecting digitized information, building a digitized information database,
and establishing a digitized platform for display and dissemination, and advocates promoting
high-quality development of the cultural tourism industry through the integration of culture
and technology.

Key words: ancient Silk Road; stations; transportation culture; intangible cultural

heritage ; digital protection
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