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Abstract: On account of how trade facilitation affects China’ s export growth, based on the
availability of trade facilitation index data, this paper selects 60 countries along the “Belt and Road” as

the research object, and constructs a multi-level trade facilitation index system including 26 third-level
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indicators. Based on the index system, China’s exports to countries along the route are broken down into
the intensive margin and the extensive margin from the perspectives of the value and type of export
products, and an empirical study is conducted using the sample data from 2007 to 2017. The research
results show that; trade facilitation indicators at all levels can significantly promote the growth of intensive
margin and extensive margin of China’ s exports to countries along the route, with a greater impact on the
extensive margin; the sample regression results by income level and product attributes show that the
impact of each trade facilitation measure is heterogeneous; the trade facilitation cooperation between
China and countries along the route should give priority to cooperation in the tangible environment such as
transportation facilities and information technology, focus on adjusting the product structure to occupy the
market share of high-income countries, and develop markets in low-and middle-income countries through
trade facilitation cooperation, while also actively seeking to sign bilateral and multilateral regional trade
agreements with countries along the “Belt and Road” with mature economic conditions.

Key words: the “Belt and Road” initiative; trade facilitation; export; intensive margin; extensive

margin; income level; trade agreement
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