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Study on the reasoning art of Keigo’s Higashino works
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Abstract: Japanese mystery fiction drives the development of mystery fiction in the world into the
third golden age. From the perspective of Keigo Higashino’s two novels, namely Malice ( Akui) and
Journey Under the Midnight Sun ( Byakuyako ), this paper summarizes the reasoning characteristics of
Keigo Higashino’s works in four aspects, which are reasoning structure, narrative perspective, reasoning
space, and reasoning results, and then examines the development of Japanese mystery fiction, Keigo
Higashino’s unique “realistic mystery style” and the art of reasoning. According to this study, Keigo

Higashino has formed a unique writing style of “realistic mystery” based on the “mystery school” and
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“social school” by combining deduction and realism; his unique reasoning art is characterized by the

structure of multiple lines of reasoning, the flexible use of narrative perspective, and the three-

dimensionality of the social space of deduction; his works present a rigorous pattern of high intelligence

deduction, meet the readers’ expectations through the multi-level suspense setting, and combine the

works with social reality, rendering the works both artistic and realistic.

Key words; Keigo Higashino; mystery fiction; reasoning art; Journey Under the Midnight Sun

(Byakuyako) ; “realistic mystery style” ; Malice ( Akui) ; suspense
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