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Abstract; The modernization of transportation can be seen as the process of people constantly

expanding their freedom of movement. It is a problem that needs to be expanded to examine and measure
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the transportation development from the perspective of people’s freedom of movement. Using the method
of unifying history and logic, this paper analyzes the internal logic of transportation modernization and
people’s freedom of movement through the comparison between theory and reality. The research holds that
freedom of movement is the essential requirement of human beings, and people’s pursuit of freedom of
movement is unlimited. However, people’s inherent limitations and space-time obstacles restrict their
freedom of movement. The essence of transportation is the external manifestation of people’s freedom of
movement. Transportation development is an important way to overcome their own limitations and space-
time obstacles and expand their freedom of movement. The modernization of transportation is an integral
component of socialist modernization and the essential connotation and basic appeal of Chinese people’s
growing desire for a good life. In this new era, China’s modernization of transportation should be firmly
supported by scientific and technological innovations and oriented by equality and freedom. It should
comprehensively promote building a country with strong transportation network, reduce travel costs and
continuously improve people’s ability of freedom of movement.
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