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Traffic routechange of the Silk Road in east part of
southern Tianshan mountain in historic times
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Abstract; The Silk Road connecting European continent and Asia is a joint name for multiple traffic
routes, which had changed with the climate changes in history, creating historical and cultural heritage
along the routes. Clarifying the traffic route changes during Han and Tang dynasty can contribute to
research in Silk Road cultural heritage and development of touring lines. This paper analyzed traffic route

changes of the Silk Road in east part of southern Tianshan mountain in historical periodbased on historic
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literature and archaeological materials, field study, investigations and folk interviews. Researches showed

that this part of the Silk Road had changed from south to north from Han dynasty to Tang dynasty,while

the traffic junction area changed from Lop basin to Turpan basin, and then to Hami Basin. The main

reasons for the changes in traffic route were climate change, stability of central power and its governing

policy on the west.

Key words: the Silk Road; traffic route change; traffic center; east part of southern Tianshan mountain
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