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Reflection on loss of college students’ legal consciousness from
the perspective of rule by law based on epistemology

LU Kuan-min, LIAN Wei
(School of Marxism, Xi’an University of Technology, Xi’an 710054, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; Under comprehensive implementation f rule by law, this paper took Marxist epistemology
as theoretical guidance and explained connotation and characteristics of legal consciousness based on
relationship between cultivation of contemporary college students’ legal consciousness and China’s socialist
legal civilization construction. It put forward that loss of college students’ legal consciousness was due to

outdated concepts, inadequate basic knowledge of law, poor legal psychological quality and weak self-
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control. Based on Marxist epistemology, the causes of these problems were analyzed from three aspects

including society, school and students; the government, social organization and family should create

conditions and guarantee for cultivation of college students’ legal consciousness and build a good socialist

legal environment; the school should bring cultivation of college students’ legal consciousness into

education and teaching to promote the reform of methods and contents of legal education teaching, and

make use of social practice to strengthen legal consciousness; college students should give scope to their

independence, initiative and creativity, take correct legal attitudes and deepen legal consciousness in

practice. To deal well with legal rights and obligations is the path of epistemology to cultivate

contemporary college students’ legal consciousness.

Key words: rule by law; college students; cultivation of legal consciousness; epistemology; legal

practice; legal attitudes
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