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Performance of Hedong in bronze culture of Han dynasty

CUI Jian-hua
(School of History and Culture, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: The copper mine in Zhongtiao mountain of Hedong was largely mined in Han dynasty,

and on the basis of this, Hedong’s bronze casting flourished. The products of bronze were provided for not

only locality but also Guanzhong and Hebei, which were favored by official departments and nobility. In

the copper industrial chain of Han dynasty, Hedong mainly casted bronzes for daily life, and undertook

responsibility of mining and smelting, providing the raw material to the production of cooper weapon in

Henei and Henan. The phenomenon that Hedong took a significant position in bronze culture of Han dy-

nasty is of historical inevitability. Firstly, it benefited from long-term mining in Pre-Qin period. Second-

ly, it benefited from introducing new technology of smelting copper mine in Eastern Zhou period.

Key words: bronze culture; Han dynasty; Hedong; cooper mining; bronze



