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Research review of “Southern Silk Road” since the 20th century

LUO Qun, ZHU Qiang
(School of Humanities, Yunnan University, Kunming 650091, Yunnan, China)

Abstract: Research on “Southern Silk Road” had two peaks in the 20th century. In the 1940th,

Yunnan-Myanmar road and China-India road had become the main roads to get the international assistance

after China lost the coastal areas in the War of resistance against Japan and their directions were along the

transportation line between China-Myanmar road and China-India road in general. Therefore, some scholars

began to pay attention to southwestern transportation and some relevant researches on the external transpor-

tation of ancient southwestern areas came to appear. Since the beginning of reform and opening up policy,

the relevant researches on “Southern Silk Road” were raised again in academia and became a research

focus during past thirty years. Besides, they are still in the ascendant at present.

Key words: “Southern Silk Road” ; economy; culture; geography; transportation
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