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Temporal-spatial distribution and cultural implications of

Sai Shen custom in Hexi Corridor of Silk Road

WANG Yong-li
(Institute of Literature and Art, Shaanxi Academy of Social Science, Xi’an 710061 , Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; Sai Shen custom, as the common folk belief and cultural landscape, widely exists in the

Silk Road region, especially in the most typical area Hexi Corridor. lis essence is psychological adjust-

ment behavior of ordinary people who are unable to resolve the contradiction of reality. Its main gods wor-

shiped are God Arita, the Dragon King, King, Zoroastrianism God, marsh God and so on, which are

closely related to the local production and life. Silk Road region’s unique geographical environment, re-

gional culture and production methods, determine the profound cultural implication of Sai Shen custom.

Key words: Sai Shen custom; the Silk Road; temporal-spatial distribution; geographical features;

cultural implication
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