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Eight-diagram tactics and zhenfa in SONG Shen-zong period

WANG Lu-ping

(The Monument of Xi’an Office of the Eighth Route Army, Xi’an 710004, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; The Northern Song was subjected to the menace of northern nomadic nations, that is, the

Liao and the Western Xia for a long time. The wars with the Liao and the Western Xia stimulated the

Northern Song to develop and formulate zhenfa (a historic military strategy ). From SONG Tai-zong to

SONG Shen-zong, it was never interrupted to develop, discuss, practise and apply zhenfa. Especially

during the period of SONG Shen-zong, zhenfa had a new development under his charge and promotion.

However, because of the traditional system’s bind, the establishment of zhenfa did not improve the mili-

tary ability of the Northern Song dynasty.

Key words: SONG Shen-zong; eight-diagram tactics; zhenfa; Liao; Western Xia
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