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Characteristics of evolution of Iranian population policy

JI Kai-yun', JI Pei-lin®
(1. School of History and Culture, Southwest University, Chongqing 400715, China;

2. School of Public Management, Chongqging University, Chongqing 400044, China)

Abstract: After the establishment of Islamic Republic in 1979, Iranian government had been con-

stantly adjusted the national population policy according to their own religious culture and economic and

political realities. The government firstly encouraged population fertility and promoted early marriage and

early birth, which enhanced their human resources reserve. When the Iran-Iraq war ended, considering

the pressure of national resources and environment, the government began to reduce population fertility by

soft promoting and encouraging. Remarkable effect was achieved. Due to the rapid decline of population

growth rate, the Iranian government has phased out birth limitation policy since 2005 to prevent the pos-

sible future aging crisis in. Although now the population policy is basically changed to encourage popula-

tion growth, people’s desire to bear child is still very low under the pressure of the urbanization and mod-

ernization. On the other hand, with the increasing child-rearing cost, population growth is not too fast.

Key words: Iran; population policy; urbanization; family planning; religion
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