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Tomb sweeping Day and civilization

GE Cheng-yong
(Press of Cultural Relics, State Administration of Cultural Heritage, Beijing 100009, China)

Abstract; As a special imprint of Chinese nation, Tomb sweeping Day is a reflection of the spirit to
enhance the realm of human kindness and virtue. In recent years, it is highly expected to be one of the
world immaterial heritages and the “heritage” tends to be inherited while its “culture” of the human
spirits and feelings abandoned. Application for the list of world heritage is not so important as the
injection of new Tomb sweeping Day cultural connotations and abiding by the bottom line of civilization
since with the help of Tomb sweeping Day cultural connotations, our standard of civilization’s bottom line
can be promoted.

Key words: Tomb sweeping Day; urban civilization; world immaterial heritages; social harmony ;

human-centered spirit
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governance and the maintenance of the social order. What is more, it is an indispensible part of people’s
daily life. There is no life without morality and morality is the most important guarantee for human’s hap-
piness. Among the three value resources guiding the contemporary Chinese spiritual life, the weakening
of the influence of main moral on Chinese people is increasingly prominent. Western moral has played a
positive role of enlightenment in nearly a hundred years, at the same time it also has produced many
negative effects. Chinese traditional morality is an important factor which influences and adjusts the con-
temporary Chinese life. Therefore, we should pursuit happiness and living security in Chinese traditional
morality. For people’s happy life, we must carry forward the traditional morality such as the national spirit
of “self-discipline and great virtue” , the value of justice, collectivity-oriented concept, the basic spirits
and the core virtue.

Key words: traditional morality ; modern life ; happiness; social education; value; liberalism; com-

petition consciousness; utilitarianism
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