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Norms and measures to reduce false charge during

legal proceeding in Song dynasty

LI Hua
(School of Politics and Administration, Chang’an University, Xi’an 710064, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract ; There were particular rules when legislators made penalty on crime of false charge in Song

Dynasty. Besides, they had made legal proceeding rules to reduce false charge. Prosecutor’s qualification

was restricted by his (her) age and health. Any record couldn’t be anonymous and should have explicit

statement. Prosecutor had to underwrite guarantee after he handed over record. Justices took measures to

their best to reduce false charge. They cut down the acception of records in disaster year and pasted case

if it was approved malign. They threw the book at the officials if they defalcated during disposing malign

cases. In addition, they took additive penalty to avoid false charge.

Key words: Song Dynasty; false charge; prosecution; additive penalty
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