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Formation history and conditions of Shaanxi province

ZHU Shi-guang
( Center of Historical Environment and Socio-Economic Development in Northwest China,

Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; Shaanxi province has now jurisdiction over three natural geographic areas: Loess Plateau
in Northern Shaanxi, Guanzhong Basin, and Qinba Mountain and Han River Valley. The formation of
this province has experienced a historical process, in pre-Qin period the main part belonged to Yongzhou
in “Yugong” ; from Qin, Han, Sui, Tang Dynasty to the Northern Song Dynasty Shaanxi province be-
longed to different first level administrative regions; after Yuan Dynasty, Shaanxi province was formed
and was adjusted from time to time; the formation of Shaanxi province is not only because of the linkage
of mountains and rivers and boundaries connected of three geographical areas ( Northern Shaanxi,
Guanzhong, Shaannan ), but more important, the resources and economic complementarity and mutual
benefit, mutual interdependence in the politics and military affairs, and mutual melting in culture. Thus
in the long historical period, due to the needs of economy, politics, military affairs and culture, Shaanxi
province has formed.

Key words: Shaanxi province; provincial area; formation; condition



