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Analysis for the evolvement of land relations in Ming and
Qing Dynasties based on institutional economics

QU Xin-lu', YE Pu-wan’
(1. School of Business, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, Jiangsu, China; 2. School of Finance and
Economics, Xi’an Jiaotong University, Xi’an 710061, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; This paper focuses on the agrarian relation under the feudal landlord economy in Ming
and Qing Dynasties. The authors adopted specific historical information, some data and certain economics
tools to help analyze it. Besides, the links between agrarian relation with the social status of farmers, the
commodity economics,

the agricultural production, social development and the seed of capitalism were

also examined. The conclusions show that in Ming-Qing period, the agrarian relation was gradually
relaxing, and the land distribution was increasingly equal in most time. The innovation of land institution
inside this process was a key factor which worked excellently and mattered a lot.

Key words: private ownership of land; land annexation; peasant proprietor; landlord class
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