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Main implications and basic features of the ancient city culture of

Xi’an in Zhou, Qin, Han, Sui and Tang Dynasties

ZHU Shi-guang
(Institute of Chinese History and Geography, Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’an 710062, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; In order explore the main implications and basic features of the ancient city cultue of

Xi’an in different dynasties, the paper analyzes the city planning, construction, layout and the architec-

tural ideology in West Zhou, Qin, West Han, Sui and Tang Dynasties with the help of a huge amounts of

documents. The analysis finds that the culture in the West Zhou cities fully displays the rites and music

culture of Zhou Dynasty ; the ancient city culture in Qin Dynasty shows the great unification spirit and the

Chang’an culture in Han Dynasty integrates the related theories of the earlier dynasties and at the same

time has its creative sense. In contrast, the Chang’an culture in Sui and Tang Dynasties indicates its

opening-up orientation in its multi-phase cultures.

Key words: Xi’an; ancient city culture; political ideology; administration ideas for a country



