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Review on positivism criminology through the argument between

Lombroso and Tolstoy

LI Xiang
(School of Graduate, East China University of Political Science and Law, Shanghai 200042, China)

Abstract; In order to reconsider prositivism criminology, the paper analyzes the academic ideas of

Lombroso and Tolstoy. The analysis results show that the born criminal theory is nothing more than the

beginning of a grand project aiming at a criminal policy of social defense. Through criticizing the old

criminal theories, the positivism criminology has maken a complete break with the retribution theory,

changed the research point from criminal behaviors to criminal men, and finally developed the revolution-

ary idea of criminal treatment.

Key words: Lombroso; Tolstoy; positivism criminology; born criminal
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