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Reasons and influence of witchcraft disaster in west Han Dynasty

XU Wei-min' , LIU Jiang—wei2
(1. School of Cultural Heritage, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, Shaanxi, China;
2. Department of Storage, Qin Emperor Museum, Xi’an 710600, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: The authors in the paper analyze the reasons and influence of witcheraft disaster in west

Han Dynasty through a lot of historical documents. The results show that the witchcraft disaster was the

product of the social contradictions in the west Han Dynasty and it had great influence on the politics,

economy and military during the Emperor Hanwu time. That was also the reason why the Emperor Hanwu

paid great cost to administrate his country. Of course, it has seriously affected the construction of academy

and ideology.
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