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Interpretation of Socrates’ political obligation thought

ZHAN Zhi-gang

based on Crito

( Department of Philosophy, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, Jiangsu, China)

Abstract: In order to clarify the key problems in the source of western political obligation theory, a

literature analysis is used to go over the moral justifications in Crito on citizens’ obedience, and some

comparisons are made among the interpretations of Crito provided by contemporary western philosophers.

The analysis shows that different people may have different ideas on the obligation of persuasion, the jus-

tifications of obedience and the legitimacy of disobedience in Crito, but no one denies the fact that the ar-

guments Socrates presented have a far-reaching impact on the development of political obligation theory.

Key words: Socrate; persuasion or obedience doctrine; political obligation; Crito
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Intuitive understanding through life: the communication of
LAO-ZHUANG Taoism and the western philosophy of life

FU Fen-ge
(School of Philosophy and Sociology, Northwest University, Xi’an 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; Being back to life itself is the common themes of LAO-ZHUANG Taoism and the western

philosophy of life. To reading and interpreting of the life, intuitive experience is the common methods of

Taoism and the western philosophy of life, such as LAO Zi’s insight by purifying human’s heart and the

intuition of non-self of ZHUANG Zi and the intuition of Bergson’s elan vital. Taoism and the western phil-

osophy of life have achieved communication, but the life to Bergson is the impulse and the essence of life

is seen as stretching. So there is a fundamental difference between Taoism and Bergson.

Key words: life; Taoism; Bergson; intuition



