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Explanation of how some Confucianists( Shi)

fell into and extricated

from their political predicament;a cultural analysis

based on ZHANG Jiu-ling’s dismissal

ZHONG Hong-wei

(School of Literature, Shaoguan University, Shaoguan 521005, Guangdong, China)

Abstract. “

To be emperor’s both servant and his guider” , namely putting Confucius way into prac-

tice through Emperor within the feudal system, was the ideal pursuit of some excellent ancient Confucian-

ists (Shi). However, ZHANG Jiu-ling’s dismissal from his prime minister post signifies the truth that it

was Just the ideal pursuit which caused their political predicament. The way to extricate from the predica-

ment, for those who would not leave the court even if they could not realize their political goal, was to be

an official recluse, which means that they still tried to retain their integration of inner self even though

they didn’t resign his post.

Key words: ZHANG Jiu-ling; Confucianist; official recluse; cultural personality; political ideal

57



