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Comparison of viewpoints about economic freedom

between Hayek and Amartya Sen

JIAO Shao-fei, ZHAO Jun-min
(School of Economics and Management, Northwest University, Xi’an 710127, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract; Socialist harmonious society is a people-oriented society. Its essence is to promote

people’s comprehensive development, and freedom is the logical starting point for people’s comprehensive

development. Personal liberty is the core of Hayek’s freedom thought, and real freedom is the core of Am-

artya Sen’s freedom thought. This paper attempts to compare the aspects of justice, responsibility, market

institution of their economic freedom thoughts. Tt finds their differences in philosophical basis and histori-

cal stages. The rational elements of the two thoughts can provide some enlightenment to build the present

harmonious society.

Key words: Hayek; Amartya Sen; personal liberty; real freedom; harmonious society
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