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Origin of American literature historical divisions

YAN Yan
(School of Foreign Studies Chang an University, Xi'an 710064 Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: With the help of Jameson s theory in classifying capitalism into three stages, the paper
takes realism, modernism and postmodernism as capitalism, monopolistic capitalism and
multinational capitalism in the corresponding literature manifestations. The author in the paper
analyzes the master pieces of those writers in the different historical stages, and believes that
realism displays the real socity, the modernism reveals the mental privacy of the typical writers of
the time and the postmodernism has the characteristics of both construction and deconstraction.
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