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Historic experience and strategy of contact among civilizations

XTIANG Yan
(Middle East Studies, Northwest Uniwersity, Xian 710069, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: Contact among civilizations serves as the important driving force for human progress.
The historical experience proves its benefits in promoting the exchanges between different
cultures through persistence of openness, balance of diversities and enhancement of cultural and
business activities. However, it harms contact among civilizations when the unequal exchange
between strong culture and weak culture and when the loss of national consciousness, and
ultranationalism occur. The appropriate strategy of contact among civilizations can be
extrapolated to treating foreign civilizations with broad-mindedness, while remaining the
characteristics of local civilization. In the age of globalization, more emphasis shall be placed into
the treatment between foreign culture and local culture.
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