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Perfection of the CEPA dispute settlement mechanism

FAN Lin-Bo
(School of International Laws, Northwest University of Politics and Law, Xi'an 710063, Shaanxi, China)

Abstract: CEPA (closer economic partnership arrangement, CEPA ) is the closer economic
partnership arrangements signed separately between Mainland China and Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People s Republic of China as well as between Mainland China and
Macao Special Administrative Region of the People s Republic of China. The successful
application on the first and the second stages and on the third stage good starting of CEPA have
set a good example for the establishment of the FTAs(free trade areas, FTAs) among the three
regions in China and have a special importance for the creation of the FTAs among the WTO four
members within one greater China. The double characteristics of the subject of CEPA and its
special legal arrangements within a sovereignty state and the likely brand-new trade disputes call
for the perfection of its dispute settlement mechanism. It is suggested that China should learn
from international practices and modify at earliest time the related article of CEPA and improve
and perfect its dispute settlement mechanism, so as to set a model for its regional business
disputes settlement in the future.
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