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Evaluation on meaning inferential models

TIAN Xue jun

(School of International Communication Communication University of China, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract: M eaning inferential models have developed from the code model to the inferential model
and then to the ostensive inferential model. The code model nearly excludes the role of context
and the participants, their respective flexibility and many sidedness in using language to
communicate. The inferential model is suggested with deepening of people s insight into meaning
and the birth of pragmatics. Gricean inferential model aims at how people communicate meaning
by exploiting and violating code pragmatics, laying emphasis only on explicature. Relevance
theory has taken the advantages of the inferential model(even the code model). Besides, the word
“ostensive” has been added initially, thus the ostensive inferential model. For meaning inference
it covers both explicature and implicature. The present paper summarizes and comments on the
improvements and original view points from the Chinese scholars concerning inferential models.
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