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English punctuation characteristics and its Chinese translation

SHANG Zhong-hua
(School of Foreign Languages, Chang'an University, Xian 710054, China)

Abstract: The basic characteristics of English punctuation are discussed through semantics. Then
the differences between English and Chinese punctuations are presented by means of comparative
linguistics. And finally, five Chinese translation approaches to English punctuation are proposed
by the writer.
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(1) A lawyer is required to write the docu-

ment, for mistakes in language—even a misplaced ,

o . . 1
preposition—can be disastrous' " .

— — 5 ( N . .
)s
(2)An agreement is stuck under somebody s
nose on the day of the wedding—and it s usually a '
“ she’ —and she signs, but doesn t even read it . ° (Randolph
) S “© Quirk) {Grammar of Contemporary English)

: 2005-03-20
(19530, . s .
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, (sepa-
ration ) (specification)
, 4
¢
(dash)* —
3
L

:Many of Picasso s pictures—I am refer-
ring especially to the Guernica period —are full of

violence and horror' ? .

2
: A childhood without love, a broken
home, drunken parents, grinding poverty and depri-
vation —these are the conditions that have made
this youth and this crime'” .
3
: He told me—that man—the man at the

desk, I mean—he said I should ask for—for Mr.

Jones—or was it Mr. James'? ?

(comma)“,” 13
; (semicolon)“;” 5
(colon)“;” 5
(D)
s (dash)“ —7, (pa-
rentheses )“ ()” “7 3
3 s

3
(1) But Bakong—that is the name of our riv-
er —determined to reach the sea, tunneled -
(2)The White House, the home of the Presi-
dent, is being completely refurnished.
(3)The oil well(the company had drilled it only
as an experiment)produced a thousand barrels a day.

. ~

«

; [13 ()”

, (
» (Writing for the mass media)

b

28, 000; A pril 30, 1972; The Atlantic; 8 Arlington
Street, Boston, Masssachusetts 02 116.
: Smith, John C'* .

« »
. (semicolon )
(period) el
(G
Fernald G

(significant punctuation)
Significant punctuation is used as a substitute for
gestures, pauses, and changes of intonation by

means of which the speaker clarifies his inten-

tiond * .

, (conjunc-
tion) (preposition),

(1) “, ”» 43 and’,’
Red, pink, yellow and white roses filled the huge
vases .

2) ) “/7 (virgule/slash)

[13 99 43 ki 43 2
and or’, per”,
: An electric train heads north at 13 km/h. (“/”

« per” )
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1996
M,

20 16

« »

(D
2
3

@y

(D

: O1l, which is lighter than water, rises to

the surface.

2

2

:Weus s early novels, I believe, stand the

test of time.
3 N
Charles

Board, departed.
4) ) .
, :Beyond, the open fields sloped gently to
the sea.
1995 (5 ,

( »

: To err is human; to forgive, divine.

“w o»

3 ;
(1) )

LD

16 ,

18 ,

3 ,

[6]

’ ° H (,) °
(D ,
2

: For fifteen years the painting stood in

: and,

s but, or, nor

the attic; even Mr.Kirk forgotit? .
D) ,

: Autocratic power springs from the will
of the ruler; but democratic power rises from the
will of the people!” .

3) ,

: Ishmael, the narrator, goes to sea, he
says, “whenever it is a damp, drizzly November”in
his soul;and Ahab, the captain of the ship, goes to
, . sea because of his obsession to hunt and kill the

Morton, . Chairman, of. the great albing whale, Moby Dick'? .
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: Gluttons like three times of day best:
breakfast, when they can eat;lunch, when they can
eat again; and dinner, when they can really eat'” .

(5) ,

in fact, -

how-
ever, ‘- s

o

:In 1970 a specialist from the museum ar-
rived and asked to examine it; then all the family
became excited ” .

The painting was valuable; in fact, the museum

offered five thousand dollars for it'” .

) ~

« r}) « r’

€w”»
o

The president said, “I will not consent to re-

«

duction in taxes at this time.” (
)
Wait ! T forgot my lunch ! ( !
D

o

A lawyer is required to write the document,
for mistakes in language —even a misplaced prepo-

sition—can be disastrous.

: An agreement is stuck under somebody s

nose on the day of the wedding——and it s usually

. ) .
a she’ and she signs, but doesn t even read it.

o ’
b - - ’
”»”
43 2
b
1
b
b b
o b
, 3 ,
o b
. : Most American writers

and publishers use double quotation marks (“ -+ ).

( G ”),

o b

“.”, “Ladies and Gentlemen, -

43 b <«

The search narrowed down to one plane, the
B-25 Mitchell medium bomber. (
.B-25 vl
But in three hours we reached our destination,
Vladinut Prison. (

U7 .
(G
(1) (colon)“.” following, as
follow s, that is, namely, because, since ;
. . You can t count on him to help: he



90 *K

ZRFF RGERAF IR

2005 4

is such a busy man. ( ;

)
2 ,

DA new kind of aircraft—small, cheap, pilot-

less—is attracting increasing attention. (

b K K b

)[7]

2) Im afraid I cant help you now —I'm too

tied up with other things. ( ,
)[5]
(3 ,
, . : To err is human; to for-

give, divine. ( , )

)

(1 NN ,

: Sunday, May 31, is my birthday. (5 31
, o)
2

:I was, to borrow from John Le Carre, the

spy who was to stay out in the cold. (

, )
3

b

1) The book he is forced to read —The Wealth

of Nations —puts him to sleep'” . ( (
N, o
— )
2) Attic fans, window fans, air conditioners —
all were ineffective that summer'” . ( )
o)
@)

DIt was on the early moming of April 2, 1971.
The pilots were briefed in the ready room. (1971 4
2 , )
2)His father had a small business in the city

«C 7

of Pisa. This city is in the north of Italy near the
sea. (
o)
(G

(D

: The Chinese

seemed justifiably proud of their economic achieve-
ments. (

7
0)[]

2)
:He had long been held in cordial contempt by
his peers; now that contempt was no longer cor-

dlal ( ’ ’

)[81
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