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Stream of consciousness among typical environment and character

Comment on Sherwood Anderson and his Mozher

LIU Shu-hui+ FU Yu. ZHANG Feng-ying
(School of Foreign Languages, Chang’an University, Xi'an 710064 . China)

Abstract: Anderson, who is a modern writer in America, enjoys high reputation and exerts a
tremendous influence, serving as a link between past and future. Because of the influence from
modernist literature of Europe, America contemporary literature became flourishing with
different kinds of schools emerging, which is rarely seen in history, The fact that people doubted
and denied bourgeoisie civilization is also reflected. Modernism emphasizes the expression of

people’s inner world and very often adopts the writing technique of stream of consciousness,

Anderson was born in a poor family in a small town. While the America industrialized process.,
nent swiftly he yearned for the simple life in the rural area and believed that the people lost their
normal nature and became deformed just because of the “modern life”. The mother, the leading
character in the novel Mother, and her husband hated each other. She could not communicate
with her son effectively. And she lived in a typical environment which was poor, vulgar, putrid
and merciless. Unlike creative method of modernism, this novel pays more attention to subtly
delineating the inner world of the characters. The method of stream of consciousness is especially
suitable for the description of deformed people’s abnormal psychology. Her abnormal love for her
son and her hatred for her husband are clearly displayed in her prayers. Her obscure two remarks
in her prayers reveal her love for her son. At the end of the novel, the son said good-bye to his
mother before setting out on a journey, from which Anderson’s optimism and humanitarianism
are apparently presented.

Key words: modernism literature; typicalness; typical environment; typical character; inner

world; stream of consciousness
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